CHAPTER VII: THE PROLONGED BLOCKADE: COMMUNIST MOVES 
(September 7 to October 6) 


MTT.TTARY action - 

On the early morning of September 7 (Taiwan time), 
the first U.S. escorted Chinese Nationalist resupply 
ships set out for Quemoy. Convoy No. 1 consisted of one 
U.S. cruiser, and three U.S. destroyers', escorting two 

•k 

Chinese Nationalist LSMs carrying 300 tons of supplies. 
There was no Communist interference with the resupply 
effort. No shells were fired. Communist ?T boats were 
in the area but did not interfere with the operation, and 
Communist MIGs circled twenty miles away making no 
threatening moves. The ships landed on the beach in Lialo 
Bay without interference, but there was a slight delay in 
withdrawing the LSMs due to the failure of the GRC beach 
crews to unload the vessels on schedule. The unloading 
operation, as described by an American on the scene, was 


*U S. Vice Admiral Beakely, Commander of the Seventh 
Fleet, announced on Taiwan that there had been P^vious 
nisht escorting of Nationalist convoys by U.S. s..ips since 
September° 3 ^ ^ but there is nothing in the classified 
records X have seen to substantiate tha-s. 

The first reported successful resupply of Quemoy had 
taken place on September 5 with the first aerial dropping 
•: .-mtbngs with U.S. air covert 
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so inept that the Taiwan Defense Command advised against 

a second try. on the -3th. The Taiwan Defense Command 

reported to CINCPAC that the "ineffectiveness [of the] 

Chinese [Nationalist] Navy and inadequate Kinmen [Quemoy] 

beach preparation [were] so obvious as to virtually 

3 

guarantee GRC corrective action." 

On September 8 a second Chinese Nationalist convoy 
of two LSMs with U.S. support set out from the Penghus 
to Quemoy. Despite the Taiwan Defense Command's advice 
against sending the convoy, Chiang Kai-shek, who had 
maintained clear personal authority over the resupply 
operation, ordered the convoy to proceed to the same 
beach as on the previous day. Chinese Communist 
artillery, long zeroed in on the beach, opened fire two 
hours after the convoy reached the beach. One of the two 
LSMs which was in the process of unloading came under the 
artillery' fire and withdrew without damage. The second 
LSM was ordered to withdraw without unloading its cargo. 
The main difficulty was reported to be lack of- 
coordination on the landing beach. 4 Though the landing 
beach did come under attack, fire was directed mainly 


against 


the airfield, the dock, and the headquarters 
/. approximately 53,000 rounds during the day. 


area, 
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Apparently the Chinese Communists had withheld their 
fire to be sure that American ships W erej>ptJollowing the 
Chinese Nationalist ships onto the beach. Even then, they 
held their fire, apparently until they had reported their 
findings to higher officials. The estimate made at the 
time by the CIA representative on Quemoy was that the 
attack on the September 8 convoy was probably a high-level 
decision. The Nationalists had set up a military target 
that the Chinese Communists could hardly pass up. Never¬ 
theless they waited two hours to fire, suggesting extreme ^ 

1. of hitting American ships, 

caution against the possibility oi nnii & 

On the morning of September 8, prior to the second 
convoy, the first air battle of the crisis since August 25 
took place near Swatow. Approximately a dozen GRC F-86s 

opposed fifteen Chinese Communist MIGs. The GRC 

destroyed at least four and possibly more of the enemy 
aircraft and'one GRC F-86 was damaged. The GRC fighters 
' were flying protective cover for a reconnaissance flight 
unrelated to the convoy. Acting under orders to avoid 
provocative actions during the period of Communist cease¬ 
fire.* Smoot had strongly advised against the flight and 


O 


c 


* . , r f-r r , ' i September 7. 

i..*., cne lac*, ox nr. ^ * 
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was not told that it was taking off. The TDC strongly 
protested the action.^ 

Oh September 9 and 10 the Chinese Nationalists, 
because of adverse weather conditions, did not attempt 
any resupply operations to Quemoy.^ Nevertheless, on 
the 9th the Chinese Communists fired approximately 8,000 
rounds against Quemoy. This pattern was to continue 
through September. The Chinese Communists.fired whether 
a convoy attempted to land or not. They directed some 
of their fire at the ships attempting to resupply but 
never at the same rate as in August. The pattern of 
convoy operations and artillery fire is indicated in 

Table 17. 

On September 11 the third U.S. escorted convoy left 
Taiwan with four LSMs. The Chinese Communists fired 
approximately 60,'000 shells in the heaviest and most 
concentrated bombardment since August 23 and succeeded 
in preventing the landing of more than a negligible amount 
of supplies. The firing began within forty minutes of 
the boats beaching and forced the unloading crews to take 
cover. One of the two ships which carried ammunition was 
blown up by Chinese Communist artillery. The second 
• : . : low-up of the first vessel. 


returned to 



Table 17 

ARTILLERY FIRE AND RESUPPLY 
September 7 - October 6, 1958 


■ . ■ . • 

—.——-— 


Date 

Convoy ( 
Number 

Compo¬ 
sition a 

Cargo 

Unloaded 

Artillery 
Fire Direc¬ 
ted Against 
Convoy 

CC Total 

Artillery 

Fire 

Chinese 

Nationalist 

Artillery 

Fire 

Remarks 

Sept. 7 

1 

2 LSM 

272 Tons c 

None , 

o 

0 

No Damage 

8 

2 

2 LSM 

72 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire 

(Heavy) 

53,000 

10,104 

1 LSM Hit 

9 1 





8,470 

0 

Rough Seas 

prevent 

convoying 

10 





1,050 

30 

Convoy Post¬ 
poned to 
improve 
landing 
techniques 

11 

3 

4 LSM 

8 Tons 

.•>■**■* ’ 

Artillery 
. Fire 
(Heavy) 

60,890 

5,650 

No Damage 

12 



. 


0 

1 ° 






n 








Table 17--continued 


ite 

Convoy 

Number 

Compo¬ 

sition 

Cargo 

Unloaded 

Artillery. 
Fire Direc¬ 
ted Against 
Convoy 

CC Total 

Artillery 

Fire 

i 

Chinese 

Nationalist 

Artillery 

Fire 

Remarks 

Se;>t. 13 

4 

3 LSM 

. 5 LVT 

20 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire 

DNA b 

DNA b 

1 LSM Hit 

14 . 

5 

1 LST 

2 LSIL 

17 LVT 

166 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire 

(Moderate) 

6,830 

1,333 

1 LST Hit i 

15 

■ 





2,208 

428 


16 

6 

1 LST 

17 LVT 

221 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire 

(Moderate) 

8,169 

384 . 

1 LST Hit 

17 

7 

2 LST 

31 LVT 

108 Tnr>s 

Artillery 

Fire 

9,588 

1,163 

1 LVT Sunk 

1 LST Hit 

18 

( 

O 

Z i... 

’ t 11 

.,vT ' 

.. 141 Tons 

i Lx cillery 

1 Fire 

4,409 

645 

No Damage 
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Table 17--continued 


Ta ze 

Convoy 

Number 

Compo¬ 

sition 

Cargo 

Unloaded 

Artillery 

Fire Direc¬ 
ted Against 
Convoy 

CC Total 

Artillery 

Fire 

Chinese 

Nationalist 

Artillery 

Fire 

Remarks 

Sept. 19 

LSD 1 

1 LSD 

1 LCU 

1 LCM 

3 8-inch 
howitzers 

None 

10,585 

•• 

625 . 

LSD Unloaded 
10 Miles Out 

9 

3 LST 

47 LVT 

118 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire (Heavy) 

No Damage 

20 

10 

2 LST 

102 Tons 
250 

Troops 

Artillery 

Fire 

(Heavy) 

8,220 

1,557 

No Damage 

21 

LSD 2 

1 LSD 

3 LCU 

1 LCI 

3 8-inch 
howitzers 

Artillery 

Fire (Heavy) 

10,413 

1,035 

2 Howitzers 
Immobilized 

11 

1 LST 

None 

Artillery 

Fire 

(Moderate) 

Did not 
beach due 
to fire 

22 

LSD 3 

1 LSD 

- 

_■ _ . 1 

None 

None 

DNA b 

DNA b 

• 

Returned due 
to rough sea 

12 

2 LST 

29 LVT 

105 Tons 

Artillery 

Fire (Heavy) 

1 LST 
Capsized 


n n 


o 



























Table 17 --continued 


. 1 

Convoy 

Number 

Compo¬ 

sition 

Cargo 

Unloaded 

Artillery 
Fire Direc¬ 
ted Against 1 
Convoy 

:C Total. 
Artillery 
Fire 

Chinese 

Nationalist 

Artillery 

Fire 

Remarks 

23 

LSD 4 

1 LSD : 

• None 

None 

8,622 

402 

Returned due 
to rough seas 

Returned due 
to rough seas 

13 

3 LST 

None 

None 

24 





6,269 

1,470 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 

25 





6,857 

0 | 

1 K 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 

26 

iBSH 

lEESSHii 

140 Tons 

mam 

■am 

mmm 


27 

m 

m 

1 M-51 
Tank Re¬ 
triever 
110 Tons 

DNA b 

> 

3 

8,282 

21 Rounds** 


Em 



28 


■■ 

II 

s DNA b 

4,420 

547 

In addition 
junks land 

99 tons 

29 


__— 



9,625 

5,541 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 


i 
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Table 17—continued 


Date 

Convoy 

Number 

Compo¬ 

sition 

Cargo 

Unloaded 

Artillery 
Fire Direc¬ 
ted Against 
Convoy 

CC Total 

Artillery 

Fire 

Chinese 

Nationalist 

Artillery 

Fire 

» 

• Remarks 

i 

i 

Sept. 30 

17 

• ■ • ■ 

110 Tons 

DNA b 

13,061 

• 263 

In addition 
junks land 

81 tons 

Oct. 1 

2 

18 


Bulk 

Cargo 

DNA b 

17,403 

0 




. ■ -/• 


DNA b 

DNA b 

. . 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 

3 





5,345 

232 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 

4 





DNA b 

DNA b 

Rough seas 

prevent 

convoying 

j 

19 

1 LST 

None 

Artillery 

Fire 

2,448 

0 

Did not un¬ 
load due to 
fire 

6 

20 

.. 

500 

None 

0 

DNA b 

Chinese Comm¬ 
unist cease 
fire put into 
effect before 
convoy reaches 
Quemoy 


O 



-eo 




o 


o 


o 



Table 17--continued 


HIRCE* Convov Summary SA-261, September 26,.1958 [No originating office indicated] 
Jecret); CINCPAC Historical Division, "CINCPAC Taiwan Diary," August, 1958-Decem er, 
1)59 (formerly Top Secret, downgraded to Secret); TDC Daily SITREPS [Situation 
Reports 1 TDC file #3482 consisting of a daily telegram to CINCPAC, September 3, 195 
to October 17, 1958 (Secret). The three sources give somewhat different figures; 
where there were differences the TDC data was used. 


& LSM - Landing ship, mechanized 
T,$T - Landing ship, tank 

T.ending ship, infantry (large) 
jL,Vi • ’ v-Mcle tracked 

LSD — Lcc.i^-. dc 

LCU - Landing craft, utility 
LCM - Landing craft, mechanized 
LCI - Landing craft, infantry 


^Data Not Available. 

c Supplies unless otherwise indicated. 
d 8-inch howitzer. 


> 

o 

ca 

u 


.V** - 
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_ +.-U vi^et which was not 

• f fhe U.S. Seventh Fleet, 
rhe protection of tne 

a t-r Jri tugs bed towed four 

Farlier in the day two tugs 
fired upon. Earlier . 

fnr use in inter-island resupply- Thes 
LCMs to Quemoy for us 

not fired upon, leading U.S. officials on 
boats were not nreu v > 

. t0 conclude that Chinese Communist intelligence 

Taiwan to conclude 

. 9 

was very effective. 

. Nationalist convoys numbers four and five left on 

the isl and Uth.,-convoy on the 13th contained 

n the 14th contained an LST ana 
three LSMs and the one on the I4tn 

r with heavy artillery fire 

an ISM. Both convoys were. met »xth he vy 

and managed to unload only a small fraction o 

-a total of forty-eight tons of supplies an 
cargo both cases 

twenty-two LVTs (landing vehicle tracke 

one ship was hit by Chinese Communist fare. ^ 

«ful air drop took place on Octobe- 
The first successful ai 

' A 10 on the 15th there 
' u i-birteen tons were dropped. 

13 when thxrteen durin g this 

was a second air drop on Quemoy. Axr 

- , . Tflble 18. At the same time 

' period are summarized m ....... 

; . ith the GRC in a protective 

American planes 3 oin 

Though remaining three mile 
pnrnol over Quemoy. Though 

Quemoy, their pilots were able to se 

rhe mainland and reported them.t me GRC. 
movements on th 


O 


o 


11 




-305- 


Table 18 

AERIAL RESUPPLY: September 7 - October 7 



Date 

Tons 

Sept. 

9 

84 


12 

5.6 


13 

13 


14 

10 


15 

15.8 


17 

12.8 


18 

12.7 


19 

15 


20 

12 


22 

54 


24 

50 


25 

50 


26 

64 a 


27 

65.6 a 


28 

68 


29 

76 


30 

60 

Oct. 

1 

93 


2 

275 

T 

3 

158 


4 

268 

\ 

5 

285 


6 

283 


7 

102 


50URCE: Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and 

Research Office of Intelligence Research and Analysis, 
ntelligence Report No. 7805, "Chronology of Taiwan -traits 
Development s , June 30-September 26, 1958" (Prepar^by 
Division of Research and Analysis for Par East) 

29 1958 (Secret); Ibid. , Intelligence Informa ...an Brief 

So! 48, "Chronology of (Secret) • 

September 26-November 30, 1958" December 12, j.^ 8 (Secret;, 

CINCPAC Historical Division, "CINCPAC Taiwan D-y, ugu , 

1958-December, 1959 (formerly Top Secret, downgraded to 


Secret). 


i a 


tan. 



On September 16 a GRC photo reconnaissance mission 
over Amoy, the first Chinese Nationalist attempted 
intrusion over the mainland since the beginning of the 
crisis, was not molested. Air activity over the Taiwan 
Straits increased rapidly after this. Clashes took place 
frequently at the instigation of the Chinese Nationalists, 
who were to receive Sidewinder missiles during this 


period and who were anxious to demonstrate their 

A . ' 12 

iority over the Chinese Communist Air Force. 


super- 
Air battles 


are summarized in Table 19. 



During the same period convoy operations continued. 
On the 18th, four Communist torpedo boats for.the first 
time since the start of the U.S. escort operations tried 
to intercept the LSTs engaged in the resupply operations. 
GRC Sabre Jets attacked and destroyed three of the four 


torpedo boats. When MIGs appeared to protect them, five 

, 13 

of them were destroyed or damaged. 

On September 19 convoy No. 9 sailed as well as the 
first of a new convoy operation using dock landing ships, 
labeled LSD convoy No. 1. The LSD convoy involved one 
LSD with one LCV (landing craft vehicle), and one LCH,- 
carrying three 8-inch howitaerrs on board. The LSD 
unloaded Us cargo ten mile: ifshore.. There was no 
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o 
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Table 19 

AIR’BATTLES: September 7-October 6 



Sept. 8 


18 

(3 engagements) 


12 F-86 v. 15 MIGs 


4 F-86 v. 20 MIGs 


4 F-86 v. 25 MIGs 


4 MIGs Destroyed 
1 F-86 Damaged 


2 MIGs Destroyed 
1 Damaged _ 


None 


4 F-86 v. 8 MIGs 


3 MIGs Destroyed 


20 

(4 engagements) 


24 s1 

(numerous) 


29 


Each Involved 4 
F-86 v. a larger 
number of MIGs 


None 


Oct. 3 


20 F-96s equipped 
with Sidewinder 
v. larger number 
of MIGs 

20 C-46s engaged 
in,resupply 


10 MIGs Destroyed 


1 C-46 downed during 
resupply attempt by 
enemy Flak ' 


C-46s engaged in 
resupply v. 
unknown number of 
MIGs 


1 GRC plane downed 
during resupply 
attempt by MIGs 


“; h Vmcr of . 

Intelligence Report No. 7805, "Chronology Taiwan Straits 
Developments, June 30-September 26 1958 |Prepa | * 

Division of Research and Analysis for Far East; septemo 
29, 1958 (Secret); Ibid.. , Intelligence^Information Bn 
No. 48, "Chronology of Taiwan Straits Developments, • 

September 26-November 30, 1958 " Decemb.er 12, 1958 (Secret) 
TDC Daily SITREPS [Situation Sports], TDC fil 
nnncicHoo a daily tel- -am to CINCPAC (Secret). 
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fire against the LSD landing, and the three 8-inch 

, _ . 14 

howitzers were successfully landed. 

On September 20 a sea engagement took place near 
Matsu. The GRC claimed that it had sunk one PT boat and 
damaged a second. 15 Because of the rough seas, there 
were no convoys between September 23 and 26, 16 though air 
drops continued. These are summarized in Table 18. 
Artillery fire also continued to be exchanged, the 
Chinese Consists firing 6,000, 9,000 and 12,000 shells 
on the 24'th, 25th- and 26th respectively, and the Chinese 
Nationalists answering with 1,500 shells on the 24th and 

25th and 6,000 shells on the 26th. 

On October 4 there was no convoy activity and for 

the first time for at least sev ,1 weeks, no artillery 

fire by either side. The Chine Nationalist Air Force 

18 


dropped 268 tons of supplies o: 

On October 5 the last com 
sailed with 126 tons, but did r. 
fire. However, the Chinese Na 
285 tons. The Chinese Commum 


-emoy. 

prior to the ceasefire 
unload because of enemy 
nalist Air Force dropped 
j fired 7,000 rounds and 


in return received 282 round .rom the GRC. 19 The last 
Chinese Communist fire occv .d at 11 p.m. (10 a.m. Eastern 


n. -'T-J-./'.'i rvn Ortober 

Jl ! UUv*». I* -**»***^ / “ 
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During the period from August 23 to October 6, the 
Chinese Communists fired 474,910 rounds at the Quemoy 
Islands, as is indicated in Table 20. The shelling 
resulted in 2,596 military casualties, including 489 
killed. This constituted approximately 3 percent of the 
troops, and approximately 29 artillery pieces were 
damaged. During the same period the GRC fired 68,223 
rounds, killing an undetermined number of Chinese 
Communist troops and neutralizing 150 enemy artillery 
pieces. 20 The GRC fired approximately 50 percent more 
per artillery piece than the Chinese Communists. 

At the time of the cease fire, supplies for at 
least thirty-three days and up to sixty days were 

21 

available on Quemoy in each of the supply categories. 

r * 

SINO-SOVIST PROPAGANDA AND DIPLOMACY 

On September 7, following the unopposed convoy 
operation by the Chinese Nationalists, the Chinese 
Communists issued what was to be the first of a series 
of "serious warnings" about U.S. intrusions into' Chinese 
Communist territory. The warning was released by the 
NCNA and was against the sending of U.S. ships into 
the vicinity of Quemoy. The Chinese Communists have 




Table 20 


CHINESE COMMUNIST ARTILLERY FIRE: 


August 23-October 6 



Rounds 

Rounds/Square Kilometer 

Quemoy 

237,838 

1.46 

Little Quemoy 

' 117,149 

7.55 

Ta-Tan 

92,469 

117.00 

Erh-tan 

27,454 

98.00 

— ^ ' 




SOURCE: Report of Taiwan USARPAC Advisory Team on the 
Artillery Situations on the Offshore Islands, October 30, 
1958, To: CINCUSARPAC, TDC #3480 (Secret). 





continued to issue "serious warnings" until the present. 

All of the warnings during the crisis a~ter the first 

one were to concern alleged American intrusions in the 

vicinity of Matsu. The Peking radio also reported that 

. . 22 

China was the scene of anti-American demonstrations. 

The mayor of Peking, Peng Chen, was reported by the 
People's Daily as saying that the United States was 
massing forces to prev ent the liberation of Que moyjmd 
Matsu and even threatening atomic bombardment. He 
called for mobilization for production. It was also 
reported in the People's Daily that mass rallies of 
unprecedented size were being held in Peking on the 
liberation of Taiwan theme.^ This was to be the start 
of a major internal propaganda campaign. 

Soviet Premier'Khrushchev addressed a letter to 
President Eisenhower on September 8. The letter was 
written before Khrushchev could have known what 
happened with the second convoy on September 8 in the 
Taiwan Straits: whether U.S. ships had gone all the 
way in or whether the Chinese Communists had fired 
against U.S. ships if they had gone all the way in. 

In fact, he could have hac .ttle time to digest the 



3 \ 0 - 


events of September 7-when the U.S. escorted convoy 
landed without opposition. The Khrushchev letter stated 


in part: 


As a result of the policy being carried 
on by the USA in regard to China, and 
especially of the actions being undertaken . 
at the present time by American Government in 
the area of the Chinese island of Taiwan and 
o* the Taiwan Straits, a dangerous situation 
has arisen in the Far East. Humanity has 
I again been put before the direct threat of 
I the beginning of a military conflagration. 

In this responsible moment, the Govern¬ 
ment of the Soviet Union has decided to turn 
to the Government of the USA with an appeal 
to show sense, not to permit steps wnich could 


entail irreparable consequences. 

You well know, Kr. President, that, the 
Soviet Union stands firmly on the position o 
the peaceful coexistence of all states, regard¬ 
less of their social or state structure and is 
in favor of not allowing the beginning cf 
military conflicts, in order to assure condi¬ 
tions for a peaceful life for peoples on the 
whole globe. I think no one will dispute that 
the principles of peaceful coexistence have 
already received bread international 
recognition, and it can be said that for 
overwhelming majority of states, they are the 
bases of their relations with other countries. 

Nevertheless, in the postwar years, as 
result of the policy of the USA, a deeply 
abnormal situation has been continuously 
maintained in the Far East, the cause of which 
• is the aggressive policy of the Government 
the USA, a policy of war. Hie main reason f 
the tense end, it must be directly said, very 
very dangerous situation which has arisen is 
that the USA has seised age-old Chinese terr 
tory—the island of Taiwan with the Pescadores 
Islands—by force, is . -tinuing to occupy 
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these territories , . 

references to-its' sup °|J“= f £: ^f f=rnpetion with 

Chinese people, Chian^ v„- ^fiCor of the 

S'Lff itS ^-"•to £ 1he iS o& h V. 

-y ^^£5“ *»• already st ated 
Nations, as well as in 0i the United 

Government of the DS 4 a l ‘“ PO:,<iKce "ith the 
powers, the situation f^^eats of other 
a Sreat state—Tne o;‘ inadmissible that 

« a result of Se 3 

ment of the USA is P rf 0 7 ^ aken b Y the C-ovem- 
to participate in the wo^ -°7. th3 opportunity 
or United-Kati™ ^ organization"^ 

m that organization a irt n u®? 1 ^presented 
^ete right to. this. 3 U ^ b lt e legiti- 

You also know as well T j 
Chmese state is one of ri, f 1 do that the 
and that by force of tiL^ci-^^ 8 ° f the UN 
tne existing situation is St' C f 1Stance alone 
and deeply unjust i n re^rH 3olu tely abnormal 
people. ■ n re S-rd to the Chinese 

result of the^c^i Wn;LC ^ bas now arisen as a 
of the island of Taiwan^ the area 
Straits seriously distirr-r, c tne Taiwa n 
and the people. . . _ the s °viet Government 


leaders o^the^SA^ome 0 ^- 1 ^ 1 2 ~ d “^tary 
addressed to People's chi* 11- threat s 

USA h S 3 meanin S fcave the^eueated^'f^ ° nly 
USA Secretary of State n u f? 5 stat ements of 

ties of the USA in the re-i^ a -° U 5 ^ act ivi- 

Straits and in particula-r°J^ ° r the Taiwa n 

he made i n your and his nai^of ^ C ftement which 

nxs statement cannot but 7 7 ° f ^ Se PCamber. 

decisive condemnation. .° ke the mos t 

• • _ 

• • _ 

^ E, ^^“w.7ScL £ l t a e ^.f; “»*«*« of Defers; 

' ' £ ™* rhreaci>' ~2ddresse^to^ckc 
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Chinese People's Republic, and in whxch ^ 
attempts are made to justify the aggressive 
activities of American armed forces m the Far 
East and in xhich the Chiang Kai-shek clique 
is taken under protection. And the connanoer 
of American armed forces cn Taiwan Vice-—dmira 
Smoot has let himself go entirely and states 
the intention of the USA together with tne 
Chiang Kai-shekists to inflict a defeat on 

Communist China. , 

Military leaders in the USA try even, wn_. 
the tacit agreement of the American Government, 
to resort to atomic blackmail in relation to 
China, acting evidently still on inertia under 
the impression of the moods governing m Wash- 
in^tcn in that short period in the course cn. 
which the USA had at its disposal a monopo.y 
of the atomic weapons. As is known, even at 
that time the policy of atomic blackmail did 
not have and could not have any success. is it 
necessary to say that in present conditions wnen 
the USA has long not been the possessor ol a 
monopoly in the field of atomic armaments, _ 
attempts to intimidate other states jy atomic 
weapons are a completely hopeless business. ^ 

I speak about this because, as it seems t-o 
me in the USA there are still people who do 
not want to part with the policy of threats and 
atomic blackmail although, rt would seem, e 2 ch 
day gives no little evidence that such a policy 
henceforth is doomed to failure. 

One can with full confidence say^that 
threats and blackmail cannot intimd-t- e 
Chinese people. This clearly follows also -cm 
the statement of the CPk Chcu En-Lai of 

6 SeP TS b Sinese people wants peace and defends 
peace but it does not faar war. Ix war uxll be 
thrust on China, x*hose people are full oi dete 
initiation to defend its rightful cause, then we- 
have not the slightest doubt tnat tha^Chinese 
people will give a worthy rebuff to the aggressor 



It is possible you will find what I have 
said above as harsh. But I do not permit my¬ 
self to agree with this. In this letter to you, 
as also on other occasions, I simply wish to 
express myself frankly and to emphasize the whole 
danger of the-situation developing in the region 
of Taiwan and. the Chinese offshore islands as 
result of actions of the USA. If we- were to 
hide our thoughts behind outwardly polite diplo¬ 
matic formulations, then, I think it would be 
more difficult to understand each other. 

Moreover, we desire, that you, the Govepment of 
the USA and the whole American people With wnom 
we wish only good relations and friendship should 
have a correct idea about those consequences 
which the present actions of the USA in. the Far 
East might have. It would be a serious miscal¬ 
culation if in the United States the conclusion 
were drawn that it was possible to deal with 
rtm-rm in accordance with the example as it was 
done by certain powers in the past. Such kind 
of miscalculation might have serious consequences 
for the. cause of peace in the whole world. 
Therefore let us introduce into the questions 
full clarity because reservations and misunder¬ 
standings in such affairs are most dangerous. 

An attack on the Chinese Peonie s Republic. 
which is a great friend, al ly and neigaoor or 
a itt* rv. is an attack on t he Soviet Uni o g ^ 

7 rn» to its duty, our count ry Will do everything 
-i n nrrinr together with Peopled Chin a to asrend 
security of both states, the interests , or 
peace in the Far East, the int e rest of peace i n 
the whole world. 


If the Govemm 
road of respect for 
rights of the great 
doubtless will be r 
all peoples as a si 


ent of the USA will take the 

_ 2 legitimate sovereign 

iinese people then this 
_rded with satisfaction by 
.jus contribution of the 




people of the United States of America to the 
cause of strengthening of universal peace. 


Sincerely, 


N. Khrushchev 


24 


The Khrushchev letter gave strong support to the 


Chinese Communist position in the Far East. It stated 


that the Chinese Communist Government had every right 
to take measures against Chiang Kai-shek to liberate 
its territory, including the Offshore Islands and Taiwan, 
and stated that the United States has no right to inter¬ 
fere in internal Chinese affairs. It also warned that 
an attack on China would be considered an attack on the 
Soviet Union and that the Soviet Union would do every¬ 
thing to "defend the security of both states." The 
Khrushchev letter thus made two points. On the one hand 
it stated that the Chinese Communist operations against 
the Offshore Islands was a purely internal affair of the 
Chinese Communist Government against a reb$l band with 
which the Soviet Union would not interfere the 

same time it warned the United States not to involve 
itself in the situation by attacking the Chinese mainland 
and stressed that an attack on China was the equivalent 


of an attack on the Soviet Union. 
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This Khrushchev statement has often been inter- 

preted as coming too late to be of value to the Chinese 

communists and at a time when it was no longer dangerous 

to make such commitments. However, as will be indicated 

below, it is the author's contention that the Khrushchev 

statement was, in fact, in line with Chinese Communist 

strategy and that Peking should not have wanted and did 

* 

not want an earlier statement. 

While demonstrations spread through China, the 
Chinese Communists expanded their propaganda and 
political maneuvering. On September 8, NCNA issued a 
statement accusing the United States of provocation by 
entering the twelve-mile limit of Chinese territorial 
waters. The statement w sr 1 that the United States 

was playing with fire. 25 a the 9th, Chou En-lai 
charged that it was the -ted States and not the 
Chinese Communists, whr .re using armed force to try to 
achieve territorial itions in the Far East. Also 
on the 9th, a Sov: official warned tb.a United States 


*See p. 2f 

**Cambodi Premier Prince Noroe. 
that Chinese .mmunist leaders had u 
earlier the: .ey were planning to ta 
, iLv.nn "at j ti’uo. ^ 


Sihanouk reported 
. him a month 
Quemoy but not 
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that Chinese Communist and Soviet security interests 

were inseparable and at the same time the Soviets 

announced their recognition of the Chinese Communrst 

27 

twelve-mile limit.. 

On September 10 the Chinese Communists charged that 

two U.S. planes had flown over the mainland and that one 

had penetrated as far in as' 200 miles. They termed this 

"deliberate war provocation." The NCNA stated that U-2 

reconnaissance planes had flown over Fukien and other 

nearby Chinese provinces and that two hours earlier, one 

naval type patrol plane had flown over the Fukien area. 

A Chinese Communist Foreign Ministry spokesman issued the 

third serious warning on the Seventh Fleet's violation of 

28 

the proclaimed twelve-mile limit. 

At the same time Pravda indicated that the Soviet 
Union would lead the drive to seat Communist China in the 
UN General Assembly Session opening on September 16. It 
noted British Labour Party support of the Chinese 
Communist bid for recognition, and Izvestia noted the 
Acheson and Finletter criticisms of American action in the 

Taiwan Straits crisis, echoing the frequent citation in 

1 

the People's Daily of domestic American criticism of 


•? / 
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American policy. On the 10th, the Peopled Daily 
featured prominently on page one a s umma ry of the 
Khrushchev letter to Eisenhower and printed the text 
in full on page three. 30 Also on September 10,. although 
it was not to be announced until nineteen days later, 

Mao left Peking for a tour of the Yangtze river area, 
suggesting that lines of action for the Chinese 
Communist withdrawal had been laid out and that it was 
not felt that any high-level decisions would have to be 
made quickly in the ensuing period. 31 

On September 11, mass rallies were held throughout 
the Soviet Union to enlist popular support for the 
Chinese Communists and to condemn U.S. actions in the 

32 

Far East. TASS reported on September 12 that Eisen¬ 
hower's speech of the previous day (discussed below) had 

been an attempt 'to justify a policy of blackmail and 
the threat^of fn-rr A 33 

During the period from September 15 to the October 6 
cease fire, the Chinese Communists engaged in an inten¬ 
sive propaganda campaign increasingly aimed at minimizing 
or disguising their failure to take Quemoy and at the 
same time exacerbating U.S.-GRC relation and attempting 
to namt the GRC and the United State „s warmongers 



threatening the peace of the world. They also continued 

their warnings about U.S. intrusion beyond the twelve- 

mile limit in the Matsu area, issuing warning No. 7 on 

Sept emb er 17. At the same time .the NCNA reported a 

wave of indignation at U.S. actions which was being 

channeled into the establishment of the communes. 34 The 

Peking radio reported that 302 million people in 

Communist China had demonstrated on the 18th against the 

35 

United States over the Taiwan issue. Also on the 18th, 

the People's Daily reported that the Chinese Communist 

■Government had rejected the notion of a cease fire in the 

Taiwan Straits. 36 The Peking radio further declared that 

the United States must renounce force lest the crisis 

37 

explode into war.. 

In a speech to the United Nations General Assembly 
during the general debate on September 18, Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko charged that the Seventh 
Fleet was engaged in provocative action, and that the- 
United States was then threatening to extend its 
aggression to the Offshore Islands. He warned the 
United States that China was a powerful nation with 
powerful allies who would not hesitate to come to her 
..id. He echoed the Chinese Communist'line at Warsaw 
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in declaring that the situation could be stabilized 

38 

only by a complete American withdrawal from the area. 

On September 19 Khrushchev, in. a second letter to the 
American President, warned Eisenhower that U.S. troops 
and ships faced expulsion by Communist China from Taiwan 
and the surrounding seas unless they withdrew ,, ncw. ,, 

He warned that a world war was -possible and said that 
the Soviet Union would honor its commitments''to Communist 
China. The.Soviet Premier restated Russian willingness 
to come to China' s aid if she were attacked. The 
Khrushchev message to Eisenhower came in response to 
Eisenhower 1 s answer to Khrushchev's first letter, to be 
discussed below, and read in part as follows: 

/. - On receiving your letter of September 12, 

and on studying it, I was sorry to note that, 
as X see it, you have failed to appreciate the 
essential meaning of my message to you. Ky 
message was meant to show the full extent of 
the danger that will face mankind unless the 
United States of America abandons its aggressive 
policy, which is creating centres of grave con¬ 
flict, now in one area of the world, now in 
another, and has brought about the present par¬ 
ticularly tense situation in the Far East. 


~Tne U.S. Embassy in Moscow interpreted the letter 
at the time as the clearest warning by Moscow in the 
postwar period of the.cireurnsr. toes under which it would 

iL dec la:. that Mecca'.: did net want 
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If the existing situation is viewed soberly 
and on the basis of the actual facts, one is 
bound to admit that the only real source of the 
tension in that part of the world consists, in 
the fact that the United States has seized 
inalienable Chinese territory—Taiwan and a 
number of other islands--and is maintaining under 
its armed protection the Chiang Kai-shek clique 
thrown out by the Chinese people, and encouraging 
its attacks and provocations against People's 
China - 


. I addressed my message on the Taiwan events 
to the President of the United States and not to 
the Government, of the Chinese People's Republic 
for the simple reason that it is not China, that 
is interfering in the internal affairs of the 
United States of America, but the United States 
which, trampling underfoot all the standards of 
behavior of civilized nations, has grossly 
interfered in China's affairs and is trying by 
force of arms to have things all its own way in 
someone else's house, in this way creating a 
grave threat to peace in the Far East. 

Moreover, Mr. President, to urge us, as you 
do,. to exert some Influence on the government of 
the Chinese People's Republic in connection with 
the Taiwan events, means trying to induce the 
Soviet Union to interfere in the internal affairs 
of China. The Soviet Union would never be a 
party to such a shameful affair, as that would be 
fundamentally contrary to its peaceful foreign 
policy and would be incompatible with the 
relationship of unbreakable friendship and 
fraternal cooperation between the Soviet and the 
Chinese peoples. 

As you found it fit to mention in your 
letter, I have been to Peking lately and had a 
chance to exchange views with the leaders of the 


or expect a war and that there was no domestic prepara¬ 
tion for war, as there had been during the earlier 
Middle East crisis. It reported that the Soviet press 
v.=a i-anririt-od i-p full the Eiserhcwer statement of 
- t- 12 and concluded wi the observation that 
. ,'i. >wv letter was aim. . largely at world opinion 
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government of the Chinese People's Republic 
on all matters of interest to the Soviet Union 
and the Chinese People's Republic. I can tell 
you frankly and straightforwardly that the 
full unanimity of views of the U.S.S.R. and 
the Chinese People’s Republic on the main thing, 
that is, on the necessity of continuing to 
.struggle resolutely against all forces of 
aggression and of supporting the forces working 
for peace all over the world, was reaffirmed 
during our discussions in Peking. 


Xt appears from your statement that the 
United States government does not, unfortunately, 
intend to desist from interference in the inter¬ 
nal affairs of China and from an aggressive 
policy towards the Chinese People's Republic, 
and this is a very dangerous policy, fraught with 
the threat of an armed conflict in the Far East 
and in other areas. Indeed, if Britain, for 
instance, were to build her policy on such a 
concept", she might, if she could, start a war 
against the United States for the simple reason 
that what is now the territory of the United^ 
States was once a colony of the British Empire. 

Nor can one fail to note that in opposing 
Taiwan and the offshore islands to the. whole of 
China, as you do in your letter, an undisguised 
attempt.is being made to create a situation or 
'two Chinas.' Such attempts, which are aimed at 
the dismemberment of China, are resorutely 
rejected by the people and government of the 
Chinese People's Repr .ic, just as by all those 
who respect the sov ..gn rights of the peoples 
and the territoriaT „tegrity of states. 

You seem, Mr resident* to be still pro 
ceeding from the .sumption that Cniang k=... —tek 


represents some 
ever, he is no 
disappear once 
There is only 
the govermen_ 
To fail to se_ 
,-;ri illusions, 
r-;is for any 


g in China. In reality, how- 
re than a hated shadow to 
d for all as soon - possible, 
government of Chr That is 

1 the Chinese Peon’ . r Republic. 
..is means to base. ..e's actions 


_ch certainly 
_ntry’s forcir 
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As for blackmail and threats with regard to 
People's China, one must say that they have not 
achieved and cannot achieve their purpose. As I 
noted in my previous message, certain American 
military leaders are even trying.to threaten 
China with atomic weapons. Press reports say 
that units of the American air force, equipped 
with nuclear weapons, have been rushed to 
Taiwan, together with various rockets and °uided 
missiles of the "Nike-Hsrcules" type, and that 
missile-launching ramps are being built and so 
on. 

Such actions by the United States government 
cannot, naturally, reduce tension in that area, 
cannot improve the general climate or create the 
conditions for greater confidence. On tha'con¬ 
trary, these actions tend to aggravate the' 
situation and increase the danger of an outbreak 
or war involving the use of the most dsvastating 
modem weapons. 

' I must tell you outright, Hr. President, 
that atomic blackmail with regard to the Chinese 
People's Republic will intimidate neither us nor 
the Chinese People's Republic. Those who harbor 
plans for an atomic attack on the Chinese 
People's Republic should not forget that the 
other side too has atomic and hydrogen weapons 
and the appropriate means to deliver them, and 
if the Chinese People * s Republic falls victim 
to such an attack, the aggressor will at once 
suffer a rebuff by the same means. 

A war against China on the pretext of 
defending the security interests of the United - 
States, or on any other equally artificial 
pretext, will gain nothing for the United States. 
To toucn ofr a war against People's China means 
to doom sons of the American people to certain 
death and to spark off the conflagration.of a 
world war. It means to assume a grave reoonsi- 
bility before mankind, before history. The 
responsibility for this will also rest with you 
personally, Mr. President. . 


I told you earlier, and feel it necessary to 
stress once QOi. e ? L-:aii en. sttecK on lcj Clilue^e 
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People's Republic is an attack on the Soviet 
Union- We have a Treaty of Friendship, 
Alliance, and Mutual Assistance with this 

friend, ally and neighbor of our country, 
a treaty meeting the fundamental interests of 
the Soviet and Chinese peoples, the interests 
of peace, and let no one doubt that we shall 
fully honor our commitments. 


An end must be put once.and for all to 
intervention in China's internal affairs. The 
American fleet must be recalled from the Taiwan 
Strait and American troops must leave Taiwan and 
go home. Without these steps there can be no 
lasting peace in the Far East. If the United 
States does not do that now. People's China will 
have no other recourse but to expel the hostile 
armed force from its own territory which is 
being converted into a bridgehead for attacking 
the C hin ese People's Republic. 

We fully support the Chinese government and 
the Chinese people. We have supported and will 
continue to support their policy. However, if 
the United States government adopts the course ' 
of respecting the sovereign rights of the great 
Chinese people and will be guided in its policy 
towards China by the principles of peaceful co¬ 
existence, we do not doubt that this will not 
only enable the present tension in the Taiwan 
area to be removed, but will also create the 
necessary conditions for reliably strengthening 
peace in the Far East and throughout the world. 

Respectfully yours, 

N. KHRUSHCHEV 40 


Apparently as part of the campaign of the Chinese 


Communists to deter the United States from any over¬ 
reaction, a message was passed from the Yugoslkv 
■ ' --**«**»dor to the United Nations Lc the Indian 




- 526 - 


Ambassador which reached the United States through the 
Canadian Ambassador to the. United Nations. The message 
stated that' if the United States used atomic weapons 
against the mainland, the Russians would use their atomic 
weapons against the Seventh Fleet and destroy it 
quickly. ^ 

On Sept emb er 20 the Chinese Communist Foreign 
Minister, Chen Yi, in a tough. statement in response to 
Dulles' UN speech, to be discussed below, declared that 
Communist China would take Quemoy and Matsu. He ruled 


out hope for a cease fire and said that the United Stages 
and -Communist China were not at war with each other. 

This statement was featured prominently m tne Peonle .s 
Daily of September 21, 1958. In it the Chinese Comunist 
• Foreign Minister declared: 

The Chinese people are determined to re¬ 
cover Quemoy and Matsu, and no aorce on e ~rJi 
can stop them. Tne Chiang Kai-shek clique, _ 
repudiated by the Chinese people, has been using 
Quemoy and Matsu all along to carry out all 
sorts of harassing military activities against 
our mainland and coastal areas with the support 
of U.S. inner ial ism. In the last two montr.s, 
these military activities have become even i^ore 
unbridled. The facts show that so long ss 
Quemoy-and Matsu are not recovered, the imsaiate 
threat to our mainland and coastal areas wil_ no. 
be removed. The punitive mil:, ry operations 
conducted by the Chinese peopl gainst Chiang 



-227- 


Kai-shek's troops entrenched on Quemoy and Matsu 
are therefore entirely proper and necessary. 

But the U.S. imperialists have described as 
"aggression" this action of the Chinese people 
in°exercising their sovereign right and used 
this as a pretext to intervene, in an attempt 
to bring ■ Quemoy, Matsu, and other islands in 
our'inland waters under their direct armed 
control and turn them into springboards for 
further aggression against the Chinese mainland. 
The Chin ese people have not forgotten the his¬ 
torical lesson that the Japanese militarists 
first invaded and occupied Taiwan and northeast 
China and converted them into springboards for 
aggression against the whole of China. -They 
will never allow the U.S. imperialists to 
repeat the old tricks of the Japanese militarist 


The Chinese people ardently love peace, but 
they will never succumb to the war threat or the 
imperialists. No amount of war threats by the 
U.S. imperialists can cow the Chinese people. 

The mighty demonstrations against U.S. aggression 
held by 300 million Chinese people in the cities 
and the countryside testify to the Chinese 
people's firm will. Should the U.S. agg-essors, 
despite the repeated warnings of the Chinese 
people and the firm opposition of the people of 
the world, dare to impose war on us, our 600 
million people, united as one, will certainly 
spare no sacrifice and wall, under the sacked 
banner of defending our great motherland, fight 
against aggression, fight for the preservation 
of our sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
and fight for the safeguarding of peace in the 
Far East and the world I Ours is a just struggle. 
With the help of the socialist camp headed by 
the Soviet Union and wr. fi the sympathy and 
support of all the pee:, .-loving countries and 
people of.Asia, Africa, :nd the rest of the 
. world, we will certain! :-±n complete victory. 
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Gn September 21, Moscow assailed the rejection by 

JU 

the American Government of Khrushchev 1 s note and 
declared that the United States shunned a solution of 
the Taiwan problem. 43 On the 22nd, the Peopled Dai ly: 
warned that if the United States used atomic weapons 
against China, it would immediately be suojected to 
counterblows with similar weapons. Rallies were 
reported by NCNA as being held throughout China- on the 
24th with the theme, ’'Taiwan and the Offshore Islands 
are inseparable parts of China's territory and must be 

liberated. 1,44 

By late September, the Chinese Communists were 
apparently becoming worried about the possibility that 
the current discussion of the Taiwan Straits crisis in 
the General Assembly would lead to an attempt by some 
neutral nations to introduce a two-China solution which 
would involve Chinese Nationalist evacuation of Quemoy 
and Matsu in return for' some international guarantee of 
the status of Taiwan. They began a move to forestall 
this possibility. On September 26 the Chinese Colonists 
delivered a note-to all of the embassies ir_ Peking 

~See below, p. 402. 
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declaring that the ceasefire proposals which it was 
understood the United States was presenting in Warsaw 
were unacceptable and declared that the United States 
must withdraw or hasten a hopeless war/''* 

On October 1 at the United Nations, the Indian 
representative, Arthur Lall, suggested to the United 
States that India desired to be helpful in the Warsaw 
talks by providing informal interpretations for each 
side of the other's position. He suggested a need for 
foreshadowing what would occur if shooting stopped, 
and felt It would not be useful to bring the situation 
to the United Nations. Lall reported that Chou En-lai, 
in a letter to Krishna Menon, had said that the United 
States exaggerated the degree of bombardment of the 
Islands. He indicated that Menon or Nehru would be glad 
to get in touch with Chou with a message from the United 
States. Menon had reported that the Chinese Co iSm unlsts 
had indicated that they would not harass a GIL -ithdrawal 
f from the Offshore Islands. They would, of cc e, 
openly take^ the Islands, but would agree to r eunce the 
use of force to take Taiwan.^ 6 * 

This was not the position which the Chin _ took 
'.'n-™. See belot ?. 441-457. 
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_ Da-ilv, commenting on a 

On October 3 the VeosljULM^L’ 

speech by dohn Foster Dulles on September 30 , declared 
•ttat the speech supported Chians's return to • 
lead end stated that the United States was using t 

• o. a ceasefire in an attest to bind 
trick of proposing a ceas _ 

. imists an d nrevent them from eliminati g 
the Chinese Communists a. „ 

the Nationalist regime. 47 - On October 5, vita 
neutralists* efforts to develop a compromise soluti 
teaching a peak in the discussion by the Bandung Powe 

of a tesolution on the issue, the Cinese .«— • 

v , sen t for the heads of all th 
Foreign Minister, Chen Yi, 

Afro- Asian missions in Peking end stated that trough^ 

the Chinese Communist Government appreciated the e 

fhe United Nations, the 
of the Afro-Asian bloc m the Un 

Chinese people could not accept an y resolution 

crlsls which did not embod y four principles on whio 
Communist China's Taiwan policy was based: 

Taiwan end the Penghu Islands were Chinese 
territory• 

2 . only the Chinese People's Government could 

claim’ to he the Government of China. 

« mist be '.thdrawn from Taiwan 
3 . All U.S. forces must o 

• -and the Straits area. ■ 
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4. The Chinese and the U.S. Governments should 
settle in peaceful discussions the disputes 
existing between them. 

Referring specifically to the Resolution being drafted 
in- the General Assembly by the missions of the Afro- 
Asian countries, Chen said that any resolution not 
embodying these four principles would represent an 
imperialist victory. He proceeded to detail t he diplo¬ 
matic support given by Communist China to the Afro-Asian 
nations, during the Suez crisis, the Syrian crisis of 
1957 \ the Lebanon and Jordan crisis of the previous 
summer, the Ind onesian civil w ar, and in the dispute 
between Cambodia and South Vietnam. He declared that 
in the cases of Suez and Indonesia, the People's 
Republic of China had not asked for a ceasefire and 
that in the case of Syria had not asked for mediation. 

In the Cambodian situation, Communist China had not 
suggested UN action. The Chinese Communist Foreign 
Minister declared that any such action then by China 
would have fallen short of unconditional moral support 
to the cause of justice. In return, the PRC expected 
diplomatic support, but was not interested in material 





support. He went on to state that China was in no hurry 
for a solution to the Offshore Islands problem and was 
not interested in mediation. He declared that China 
would not attack U.S. forces first, but was not 
frightened of and could handle the United States single- 
handedly if necessary. He declared that Communist China 
was anxious to make peace, but not by compromising the 
principles stated. He declared that in the meantime, 
the bombardment would continue, and that mediation by 
the Secretary General was unacceptable. 

This strong statement by the Chinese Communist 
Foreign Minister had the effect of leading the Bandung 
Powers to drop their projected General Assembly Resolu¬ 
tion even before the Chinese Communists announced their 
ceasefire.^ 

On the 29th, NCNA reacted sharply to the use by the 
GRC of the Sidewinder missile. The People’s Daily of 
September 30 had published a big story on the missile, 
including a statement by the Ministry of National Defense 









A memorandum from the Foreign Office to Washington 
indicated that the information had been received by the 
British from the Pakistan Chargd d'Affaires in Peking. 

It is interesting to note that this meeting took place 

then 24 hours before the Chinese Communist ceasefire 
' *tomcat (to be discussed below). This suggests that the 
‘ Communists were seriously interested in stopping 
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attacking its use. The story declared 
_ 7 cte '' lare d correctly that 

-g had used the Sidewinder for the first- time on 

2"“ 24 “ “ a “" ~ «■».. -«,«». 
Chinese Communists had captured 

ptured an “exploded warhead. 

J-he issue of Peonle** 

- >2— contained a picture \of the 

captured missile.Th« r> i i 

„ , - gople's Dail y article played 

“P ss abnormal" the q-jda • j 

the Sidewinder missile. It charged 

t the first use of the missile was 'bill- 

. was tulitary provoca¬ 
tion of utmost gravity" an d ... „ 

W - iat tae United-States had 
now confronted .mankind w-'th the a. 

' ' ■ “ the dan Sot of guided missile 

». «» Here „ 

“* “- 1 ” 

use of Sidewinders. 

On October 4, Peking issued serious warning No. 22. 

It announced the observance of m, 

ance of tha anniversary of 
Sputnik, and linked this a-*d n, 

“ d £he tesumption of Soviet 

nuclear tests to the Taiwan crisis 51 r o 
_ , ■ 1S1S * On October 5 

Peking called for a U -tJ+ua 

TASS r aWal fr ® the area. A 

. ' daa ^ d that the Soviet union would he 

involved in the fight 3 only if the United States 

attacked the Chinese muni.r • 

. aunist mainland. Cn October 6 ' 

the Chinese were to -i— 

a ‘~ a ceasefire in the Taiwan 
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CHINESE COMMUNIST STRATEGY 

It seems clear that the Chinese Communists had not 
planned in.advance for a prolonged artillery blockade 
against GRC convoys. In the period prior to active U.S. 
intervention in the Taiwan Straits, they had engaged not 
only in artillery fire but in extensive P T boat activity . 


There is no reason to suppose that they intended to stop' 
the PT boat activity if the United States had remained 
out of the effort to resupply the Islands. The bombard- 
ment began just prior to the typhoon season, which makes 
it unlikely that the Chinese Communists were planning to 
invade Quemoy, but likely that they were hoping for a 
successful blockade. In fact, bad weather was to make 
resupply very difficult c —ng much of the crisis 

.as would not have precluded 
st supply boats on tr. ays when 
.ting in the waters s rounding 
s, if the United Sta - had 


period. However, rougl 
the use of PT boats ag„ 
both were capable of 
the Offshore Islands. 


stayed out, the Chines ommunists would have ed PT 
boats as well as art: ury fire and possibly . power 
in what would have v .ably been a successfu 1 . ..terdiction 
of the Offshore Isl 3. 
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If the United States came in, the Chinese Commu¬ 
nists could not know what strategy they would be capable 
of following, since they could not anticipate the precise 
nature of the U.S. intervention. The Communists gave 
every evidence during the crisis that they were 
determined not to fire on American ships. Thus, as has 
been noted, on the first day of convoy they did not 
fire, and on the second day, they waited until it was 
very clear that U.S. ships were going to remain out of 
range before they opened fire. In addition, they engaged 
in almost no PT boat activity after the first few days of 
September, apparently because this would have run a.very 
r isk of involvement with U.S. military ships. (In 
fact, American ships had authority to attack any 
Chinese Communist military V ' els which tried to inter¬ 
fere with the GRC ships in : emational watersi) Thus 
during the period from Ser -her 2 to September 8 the 
Chinese Communists were. „ indicated above,.groping for 
a new strategy, one t: would enable them to cover their 

r etrea t while secur: the objectives that "they now had. •• 

When the Unite tates made it clea hat its inter¬ 
vention would consi~ :£ escorting up to ,ee miles, the 



Chinese Communists simultaneously discovered that their 
strategy of artillery and PT interdiction would be too 
dangerous, but that it was safe to carry out artillery 
firing against the Offshore Islands. It appears that 
the Chinese Communists were not very hopeful that 
artillery fire alone would lead to a successful blockade 
of Quemoy. 

The Chinese•Communists did not engage in an all-out 
effort and never fired shells at Quemoy during this 
period at anything like the rate that they fired prior 
to September 2. The. Chinese Ccamunists probably recog¬ 
nized that they could not hope to effect a blockade of 
the Offshore Islands simply with artillery fire and 
therefore it was not worth the military effort. They 
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may also have felt that if they did step up the artillery 

fire to the point where the GRC could not resupply on its 

♦ 

own, in the long run the United States would begin to 
escort all the way in. If it were the case that the 
Chinese Communists would no t have fire d against American 
ships escorting.all the way in, then the Chinese Commu¬ 
nists had an interest in not raising their military action 
to the point that forced this action on the United States 
and hence exposed Chinese Communist lack of will. 

The possibility of engaging in sporadic artillery 
fire against the Offshore Islands was probably seen by 
the Chinese Communists as an unexpected and unplanned 
opportunity to cover their disengagement from the attempt 
to capture the Islands. The period in which the Chinese 
Communists were able to prevent resupply by artillery 
fire probably-went on for much longer than they expected 
when they implemented it on September 8. It was very 
difficult for American officials on Qusmoy and Taiwan to 
est ima te how long it would take for the blockc to be 


broken, if in fact it could be broken, and it 
certainly difficult for th~ Communists to ma.. 
estimate. In order to d o they would have ~ 
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Nationalists would go about the effort to break the 
, blockade, how vigorously the United States would press 
the Nationalists to resupply, what kind of American 
training and aid would be given and what kind of 
techniques the United States and the GRC would use in 
their resupply operations. 

As the period of effective blockade continued 

through September, there may have been a point at which 

some Chinese Communist officials began to feel that 

perhaps the artillery fire would be successful in 

blockading the Islands and thus lead the United States 

to try to force the Chinese Nationalists off Quemoy 

rather than expand their own military operations. There 

is no sign that the Chinese Communist Government as a 

whole ever took this position seriously and ever tried 

to implement it by directing intensive artillery fire 

against the U.S. escorted convoys in any concentrated 

period of days during the latter part of September. 

Nevertheless, this question may have aroused some dispute 

»■ 

in Peking as well as some apprehension in Moscow that 
(^qC, • Perhaps the Chines e Communis ts would press ahead and 

force greater American activity, which might ultimately 
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call into play the Soviet guarantees. If such a 
discussion was taking place in Peking and the Soviets 
were aware of it, this might account for their backing 
off somewhat from the statements made by Khrushchev 
in early September, designed to cover a Chinese retreat 
and not a Chinese Communist effort to impose a successful 
blockade in the face of-the U.S. action. The Soviets, 
however, may have become nervous because of indications 
that the United States did not believe the crisis was 
over. However, if there was any expectation on the part 
of some Communist Chinese leaders that the blockade 
would succeed or that the interdiction would succeed, 
this was clearly broken by early October and the Chinese 
Communists must, have recognized that it was time to back 
away further and to implement a new strategy. However, 
during September their continuing military pressure had 
produced a major cr isi s ^in the United States and in the 
Western Alliance. 



